The Hydrography Sub-Committee of the Alaska Geographic Data Committee (AGDC) has undertaken the task of delineating Alaska watersheds at the 5th level and sub-watersheds at the 6th level.  We are now nearing the completion of our project and would like to take this opportunity to ask for your review before we seek certification of the data into the Watershed Boundary Dataset (WBD).
There has been a clearly expressed need in Alaska for the delineation and standardization of watersheds at a finer scale than the 4th level sub-basin currently existing in the Hydrologic Unit system established and maintained by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the United States Geological Society (USGS).  The Alaska Watershed and Stream Hydrography Enhanced Datasets Project (AWSHED) has met that need by delineating the sub-basins farther into watersheds (5th level) and sub-watersheds (6th level) based on national standards.

Currently we have 129 of the 133 sub-basins delineated into the 5th and 6th level units.  As the delineation process is coming to a close we are requesting your input before we send the files to NRCS and USGS for certification into the WBD.  Please review the 5th and 6th boundary data and names of the areas of Alaska relevant to you for edits.
The shapefiles are available at ftp://agdcftp.wr.usgs.gov/pub/projects/AWSHED, or contact the AWSHED Project team for a CD of the boundary shapefiles. The CD will contain only the watershed shapefiles and none of the supporting coverages useful for review.  The FTP site contains three folders of data, Watersheds, Watersheds_Plus, and Documentation. The datasets are in sub folders labeled by 4th level sub-basin number.  The Watersheds folder contains the 5th and 6th level shapefiles with metadata.  Watersheds_Plus contains the nhd, drgs, and shaded relief supporting coverages, in addition to the 5th and 6th level watershed data.  All shapefiles are in Albers NAD27.  The Documentation folder contains our methodology and a map showing the status of the 4th level sub-basins.  You can also track our progress on the few sub-basins not yet ready at http://agdc.usgs.gov/hydro/Delneat_Status.html. Several download methods will be available from this page. 
To correct name errors please list the Hydrological Unit (HU) number of the shape needing to be changed and requested name change.  For line changes please send an ArcMap file with the area of concern indicated and/or an email with the HU number of the area and a description of the concern.

We plan to seek certification in mid May, so please have your evaluations in by the end of April to allow enough time for the edits to be completed.
For more info on our project go to our website  <http://agdc.usgs.gov/hydro/>
There you can find the current status of the project, sample data, and the Project Proposal Document, which covers our methodology and standards. A link to the FTP site can be found on the Alaska Watershed Status Page.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact us.  Thank you in advance for committing the time and resources to improving the Alaska watershed dataset.

Dennis Tol
dennis_tol@ak.blm.gov
(907)271-3348

Starla DeLorey
Starla_Robinson-DeLorey@ak.blm.gov
(907)271-3186
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